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The Information Resource Center (IRC) of U.S. Embassy in Bangkok is pleased to offer a select list of current online
reports, documents, and websites on Commodity Price Crisis from top think-tanks and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). Full texts are available at your fingertips by clicking the links provided or by copying the URL
address into your Internet browser. Current and back issues of Web Alert are also available in our homepage at
http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/resources/web-alert.html.

Note: The views and opinions expressed in these articles and websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect U.S. government policies. Non-U.S. government articles may be copyrighted and subjected to the terms of
use as specified by the copyright owner.

We welcome vour questions, comments, and suggestions by email at irc@state.gov or by phone at 02-205-4640.
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ARTICLES & REPORTS

“The New Geopolitics of Food”

Lester R. Brown. Foreign Policy, May/June 2011, 5 pages.

The author, President of the Earth Policy Institute, discusses the
emerging geopolitics of food scarcity, focusing on why the soaring food
crisis has become the hidden driver of world politics.

Full text currently available at: http://goo.gl/wHiy2

“Why Global Food Prices Are Rising” Foreign Policy
Laurie Garrett. Council on Foreign Relations, February 14, 2011.
In this video, the author, a senior fellow for Global Health at the Council on Foreign
Relations, discusses the drivers of rising global food prices, including increasing demand for
meat, biofuels, price speculation, and severe weather.

Video only. Available online at: http://g00.gl/5cR9I [3:53min]

“"Making Sense of Food Price Volatility”

Homi Kharas. The Brookings Institution, March 3, 2011, 3 pages.

The author, a senior fellow and deputy director of Global Economy and Development at the
Brooking Institution, discusses how food prices affect developing countries and what needs
to be done at a policy level.

Full text currently available at: http://goo.gl/GhMUD

“0il Prices and Middle East Turmoil: The Economic Consequences”

Christopher Boucek, et al. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, March 31, 2011.
Even though recent unrest in the Middle East has been limited to countries that have little
effect on the global supply of oil, uncertainty in the oil markets has surged and prices have
increased significantly. The authors discuss the complex set of political and economic issues
shaping today’s oil markets.

Video and audio. Available online at: http://goo.gl/VNj45 [88:58min]
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“"What To Do About High Oil Prices”

Nicolas Loris and John Ligon. The Heritage Foundation Backgrounder#2526, March 2,
2011, 5 pages.

The Heritage experts examine whether the recent political unrest in oil-producing countries
has an impact on the higher oil prices and how to tackle the problems.

Full text currently available at: http://thf media.s3.amazonaws.com/2011/pdf/bg2526.pdf
[PDF format; 264KB]

WEB RESOURCES

The Brookings Institution

http://www.brook.edu/

The Brookings Institution is a private nonprofit organization devoted to independent
research and innovative policy solutions. For more than 90 years, Brookings has analyzed
current and emerging issues and produced new ideas that matter—for the nation and the
world.

Earth Policy Institute

http://www.earth-policy.org

The Earth Policy Institute was founded in 2001 by Lester Brown, the founder and former
president of the Worldwatch Institute, to provide a plan of a sustainable future along with a
roadmap of how to get from here to there.

The Heritage Foundation

http://www.heritage.org/

Founded in 1973, The Heritage Foundation is a research and educational institute - a think
tank - whose mission is to formulate and promote conservative public policies based on the
principles of free enterprise, limited government, individual freedom, traditional American
values, and a strong national defense.

The Institute for Energy Research

http://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org

The Institute for Energy Research (IER) is a not-for-profit organization that conducts
intensive research and analysis on the functions, operations, and government regulation of
global energy markets.
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