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Whe are State Alumni?

State Alumni are current and
former participants of U.S. gov-
ernment-sponsored exchange,
teaching or professional pro-
grams.

This includes, but is not limited
to, participants of the following
programs: Fulbright, Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership Pro-
gram (IVLP), Humphrey Fellow-
ship, East-West Center, Youth
Exchange and Study (YES),
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Happy 4th of July!

America’s 234th Year of Independence

Global Undergraduate Exchange
Program, USBT, etc. As part of
the U.S. Department of State’s
commitment to this “global com-
munity,” alumni of U.S. govern-
ment-sponsored exchange pro-
grams are invited to join the ex-
clusive global network State
Alumni, at alumni.state.gov/th.
Sign in to stay in touch with fel-
low alumni, and with the U.S.
Embassy in Bangkok and U.S.
Consulate in Chiang Mai, so that

your exchange experience does
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not stop when you return home,
but continues to result in produc-
tive professional, societal, cul-
tural, and community engage-

ments.

3 \
STATE ALUMNI

AECIEERY G OSyANE G M M U NURIRE
alumni.state.gov

B s



https://alumni.state.gov/th
https://alumni.state.gov/th

PAGE 2

Khun Porntip Kanjananiyot
Executive Director
Thailand-United States Edu-
cational Foundation
(TUSEF)
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Fully Bright at the Age of 60

That’s (b)right!
Fulbright Thai-
land is 60 years
old this year!

The Thailand-U.S.
Educational Foun-
dation team is de-
lighted to organize
a series of activi-
ties to signify this
longstanding exis-
tence since July 1,
1950 that has con-
tributed to the
mutual under-
standing of the
Thais and Ameri-
cans. We started
with a preamble
project to interact ac-
tively with street cleaners
through street cleaning
and a discussion session.
We have held and will
hold get-together oppor-
tunities, both in the US
and in 4 provinces of
Thailand for our alumni,
grantees and partners to
reconnect and celebrate
this special time together.

Since I came on board as
Executive Director, my
team and I have learned

so much from managing
the 17 Fulbright programs
and 4 other as requested
by the State Department
and the U.S. Embassy in
Bangkok. We feel so
blessed to gain from the
wealth of cross-cultural
issues, the closely-knitted
networking, and warm
spirit of our members.
We continue to do our
best to retain the prestige
of the Program and en-
hance the strong sense of
our Fulbright family.

We always emphasize to
our grantees, ‘forget us
not’, requesting that they
stay in touch through all

channels we have to offer,

Fulo—ig

from visiting us at the
office, sending snail or
electronic messages, or
even or facebooking!
Alumni are also encour-
aged to sign up at
https://
alumni.state.gov/th in
order to link up with oth-
ers who have benefited
from other programs be-

sides Fulbright.

As this is our 60th Anni-
versary, we not only as-
sess our past achieve-
ments with pride, but also
look into the brighter
future with hope and hap-
piness!
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Khun Clare Patchimanon,
IVLP alumna who attended
the Special Regional Project

on American Policy: Trends
of the New Administration,
September 12-October 3,
2009, came to the U.S. Em-
bassy in Bangkok on May 6,
2010 to discuss her IV ex-

perience with the Embassy
staff.

Khun Clare enjoyed the pro-
gram very much. She found
that the program has en-

-

hanced her understanding
of U.S. Foreign Policy in a
broader context. Addi-
tionally, she appreciated
the opportunity to learn
more about the ethnic,
cultural, and religious di-
versity in the U.S., and
how different ethnicities
and strong civil society
contribute to the U.S.
political system. She also
enjoyed learning about the
culture of the American
workplace. One of her
best meetings was when she
learned about the East-West
Center’s work on “How
Asia Matters for America.”
She also enjoyed talking
with U.S. government offi-
cials and meeting with a
senator whose work in-
volved Asia and Pacific mat-
ters. Asanews anchor, the
alumna highly appreciated
the meeting at the Voice of
America (VOA) which gave
her a different view on news

reporting. She found in the
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area of independent news

reporting that the U.S. was
not as adaptable as Thailand.

During her free time, Khun
Clare saw the Broadway
play, Mama Mia, in New

York City. She also enjoyed Al ni's

a home hospitality (where
pitaity ( dourndl

she had dinner hosted by an
American family, in their
home) which was very
worthwhile. The family
shared their stories about
America, and Khun Clare,
in turn, shared her insights
of Thailand and Asia with
them.

She appreciated |
seeing so many '
diverse cities
and geographic
locations on her
trip. Her ex-
change program
included visits
to Washington
D.C., New
York City,
Madison, Wis-
consin, and San
Diego, Califor-
nia. She felt the
networking yielded from the

Khun Clare with her fellow
IVLP participants from other

program was invaluable to countries.

her personally and profes-
sionally as a news reporter,
and she would like to attend
future programs in the U.S.
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Slate Alumnus Helps Launch Muslim Youth Camp )
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Youth enjoy reading a Thai
version of “Muslims in
America” provided by the
U.S. Embassy.

IVLP Alumna Ms. Sunee
Srisangatrakullert (Center)
joins Mr. Lawrence Petroni
(Right) for a presentation on

human trafficking.

THAI

BANGKOK, Thailand - On
April 12-16, 2010, Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership
Program (IVLP) Alumnus
Mr. Chariyawat Charoen-
chang, together with local
Muslim youth leaders in
Min Buri District, organized
a camp for local Muslim
youth to increase environ-
mental awareness and pro-
mote social and religious
values, as well as to encour-
age the students to become
advocates against drug use in
community.

The camp, which was held
at Islam Pattana Wittaya

BANGKOK,
Thailand - On
April 27, Har-
| row Interna-

" tional School
welcomed
U.S. Embassy
Economic Of-
ficer Lawrence
Petroni and
Ms. Sunee
Srisangatrakullert, Chief of
the National Operation
Center for Prevention and
Suppression of Human Traf-
ficking at the Ministry of
Social Development and
Human Security (MSDHS)
to speak on the issue of hu-
man trafficking as part of the
school’s Amnesty Week

events.

LINK

School during the Songkran
holiday, brought together
more than 80 students from
the school and neighboring
Muslim communities to
participate in the four-day
program. The camp not
only sought to strengthen
social and religious values
among youth, but was also
designed to promote peace
and understanding in the
community, as well as to
increase awareness about
environmental issues and

the dangers of drug use.
The camp kicked off with an

opening ceremony attended

Mr. Petroni, who over the
years has worked closely
with the Thai government
and local non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) to
promote labor rights in
Thailand, was joined by Ms.
Sunee for an informative
and insightful discussion on
the human trafticking situa-
tion in Thailand and around
the globe with a group of
Harrow International School
10 graders. Together with
Ms. Sunee, the two also
presented an overview of
how the U.S. and Thai gov-
ernments are working to
address the issue of human
trafficking in Thailand and
the region. Ms. Sunee, an
alumna from the Depart-

by several VIPs, including
MP Samai Charoenchang, a
Muslim member of parlia-
ment from the Democrat
Party; Mr. Wasan Mee-
wong, Advisor to the Gov-
ernor of Bangkok; Mr.
Chakri Premsmith, repre-
sentative from Office of the
Narcotics Control Board;
and Ms. Natalia Petroni,
Public Affairs Program Spe-
cialist from the U.S. Em-
bassy in Bangkok, all of
whom had uplifting and
encouraging words for the
youth at the camp.

Alumna and Embassy Speaker Join Harrow School’s Amnesty Week

ment of State’s International
Visitor Leadership Program
(IVLP) and active human
rights advocate in Thailand,
later took time to inform
the students about the
sources of human trafficking
and ways in which people
often unknowingly contrib-
ute to the vicious cycle.

The two experts sought to
help the students under-
stand the issues behind hu-
man trafficking -- including
ways to identify the various
tools and tricks that human
traffickers use in trapping
their victims -- and also
looked to encourage the
group of youth to become
active advocates for the pro-
tection of human rights.
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BANGKOK, Thailand - On Friday, June
4, 2010, the U.S. Embassy and Educa-
tionUSA advisors organized a Pre-
Departure Orientation at Bangkok
Bank’s headquarters. United States
Based Training Program (USBT) alumni
and professional education advisors, Ms.
Daranee Limpa-Amara, Ms.
Vatcharaporn Ratanayanont, and Ms.
Indira Areepaphat, were invited to give
presentations on various U.S. education-
related topics. These included: how to
prepare before departure, what to bring
and what not to bring, admission proc-
esses, university life, and scholar-

-
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ships. At the end of the session, the
alumni did one-on-one educational advis-
ing sessions for students who had specific
inquiries.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok and Edu-
cationUSA advisors hold the Pre-
Departure Orientations 3 times each year

for interested students. USBT alumni

from Thailand have been a major force in

Alumni take turn to give students some tips

promoting study in the U.S. in recent before departure to study in the U.S.

years. For more information about In the photos (clockwise): Ms. Daranee Limpa-

USBT, please visit http:// Amara, Ms. Vatcharaporn Ratanayanont, and
Www.osvita.org/ usbtaa. Ms. Indira Areepaphat
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Global UGRAD Alumna Tells Her Story

Khon Kaen, Thailand - On June 28,
Public Diplomacy Officer Rebecca
Landis visited Khon Kaen University
to give a presentation on the topic of
the ‘American Work Culture’. Af-
ter that, Ms. Landis was joined by
Ms. Jitsuda Jinati, a Global Under-
graduate Exchange Program alumna
(Global UGRAD) and also a current

N

N\

student at Khon Kaen University,
who shared her experiences studying
at Shenandoah University in Virginia
and living in the United States. She
also introduced her fellow students
of the Global UGRAD Program as

well as shared some tips how to ap- While studying in the U.S., Ms. Jitsuda
ply and get into the program. Jinati joins the Shenandoah University’s

. . . Lacrosse Team.
This special presentation was hosted

by the American Corner at Khon
Kaen University, and approximately
50 students and faculty members

attended the event. Visit http://

exchanges .state.gov/
academicexchanges /guep. html
for more information about Global

UGRAD.
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For more recent alumni activities, please visit http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/alumni.html
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Prominent Alumnt Update

Nipit Intarasombat, IVLP alumnus, was appointed as Minister of
Culture in Thailand.

Kamla Persad Bissesar, |VLP and Fulbright alumna, was elected as Prime Minister
in Trinidad and Tobago. Visit State Alumni for more information of Kamla Persad

Bissesar.

Naoto Kan, IVLP alumnus, was elected as Prime Minister in Japan.
Visit State Alumni for more information of Naoto Kan.

Lo

Jean-Paul Adam, IVLP alumnus, was appointed as Minister of Foreign Affairs in
Seychelles. Visit State Alumni for more information of Jean-Paul Adam.

May 2010

S Helping children with disabilities is a personal mission for

Nargis Zivavatdinova. As a mother of five in a country with limited means to

help children with special needs, Ziyavatdinova used her International Visitor

Leadership Program (IVLP) experience to open a non-governmental organiza-
&

tion (NGO) to promote awareness and inspire volunteerism on behalf of dis-

abled children in Uzbekistan. She has significantly increased the public’s knowl-

Nargis Ziyavatdinova (Uzbekistan) edge of disabilities and community service.

IVLP Alumna 2002 Log in to State Alumni

June 2010

Fulbright and Boren Scholarship alumnus Philip Lyon, a public policy scholar
at the Wilson Center, is devoted to the advancement of cross-cultural un-
derstanding and language study. As an active volunteer and a member of the

Fulbright and Boren alumni communities, Lyon has promoted opportunities

for international exchange, forged partnerships with academic institutions,

and organized events that bring Fulbrighters together. Lyon is also Currently
expanding Boren Forum chapters across the United States.

Log in to State Alumni to

Philip Lyon (U.S.A.)
Fulbright and Boren Scholarship

Alumnus 2004-2005
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Asst. Prof. Dr. Songtharna
Intachakra

Lecturer
Thammasat University

International Visitor Leader-
ship Program (IVLP)
March - April 2007

“The three weeks I spent on
the IVLP program was a really
exciting experience. I managed
to meet many interesting peo-
ple in
different
institu-
tions
across the
USA. My
thanks go
to the
people

and the volunteers for doing an

excellent job with all the ar-
rangements.”

skskesk sk ok skokok skokok skokoskoskokskokokskok

Ms. Pairoh Kokyai

Student
Princess Chulabhorn’s College,
Trang

Youth Exchange and Study
Program (YES)

Fossil Ridge High School, TX
2007-2008

“I got to
do a lot of
new
things,
learned

* new stuffs

and met
new
friends.
Those experiences taught me
to think about other people
around me, to care for people

\
~

Familiar Faces

who care for me, to give to other
people who don’t have, to help a
person who needs help, to do
good things and to choose my own

path.”
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Ms. Chotima Chaitiarnwong

Outreach Officer
Thailand-United States Educa-
tional Foundation (Fulbright)

East-West Center Fellowship
(EWC)

University of Hawai'i at Manoa,HI
September 2004 - May 2006

“As a person, I became more
'global citizen' through the expo-
sure of diverse multicultural com-
munities, expanded network of

- o friendships,
stories

‘ shared, and

l extra-

curricular
activities. As
a profes-
sional, [
benefit from
the knowlcdgc and skills gaincd

through the academic programs.”

sfesiesk sk s skesk skokosk skokosk ok skokok skokoskskokskkok

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ariya Aruninta

Faculty of Architecture
Chulalongkorn University

Fulbright Junior Research Scholar-
ship Program

University of Illinois at Chicago/
Great Cities Institute, IL
August-December 2003

“T'have gained experiences from
cross disciplines areas of study
including public administration,
urban design and planning, envi-
ronmental management, and pol-

S

icy study with the intensive
information on relate issues of
public land management. The
experiences under Fulbright
JRS Program fulfilled my
search for
profes-
sional
advance-
ment and
intellec-
tual chal-
lenges,
and also
benefit my future as an instruc-
tor in faculty of architecture.”

skoskoskeskeskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskskokosk skoskeskosk
Mr. Narongchai Rungwichitsin

Student
Khon Kaen University

Global Undergraduate Ex-
change Program (UGRAD)
Maryville College, TN
July 2009 - May 2010

“This scholarship is one of the
best opportunities for Thai
students to gain invaluable ex-
periences
from bcing
an ex-
change
student
supported
by Ameri-
can gov-
ernment. |
had a
chance to meet students from
all around the world. Thanks to
this scholarship, my world was
opened and it helped me turn
to a global citizen and under-
stand cultural differences.”

skkeskoskeosiosk kol skokoskoskokskoskokskokosk skorskekokek
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[RC: Your Key to Information About the U.S.

facility. Our goalisto  issues (such as narcotics, human

provide you with free, rights and the environment,

comprehensive, and etc.)

authoritative

information on the Staffed by information profes-

United States, its peo- sionals and reference specialists

; ple and its policies. and equipped with modern
your k% to W about tee U-S Our subjects of exper- information technologies, we
tise ranges from Ameri- can help retrieve information for

The Information Resource can politics and you efficiently and effectively.
Center (IRC) of the U.S. government; foreign affairs and Learn more about the IRC, its
Embassy in Bangkok is a special-  defense; economics and trade; products and services here.
ized reference and research education and culture; to global
NEW!! “SAM” e-Zine for Thai Youth “SAM is very
Bangkok IRC just released its useful. | would
brand-new product “SAM”, an * like to refer to
e-magazine targeting Thai youth. * »

This “So Awesome Magazine” is

bilingual and offers readers a fun \ }
and colorful way to learn about

the United States, its people and

culture. S M

BE THE FIRST TO READ IT.

my son’s school

Interested in
the IRC's prod-
ucts?

library to

subscribe.”

-- Document Specialist,

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! Just click here and choose UN ESCAP Library,
“subscribe to SAM”, and the June 1, 2010 (by phone)
IT'S FREE! latest issue of this awesome ’ yP

magazine will be delivered right
to your e-mail box. Read the
first issue (May 2010) here.
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| : 1
Contact Us : Subscribe now! :
Information Resource Center (IRC) | Interested in these products? Subscribe now and get |
95 Wireless Road, Bangkok Thailand 10330 | them the next working day, all delivered directly to |
Tel: +66-2-205-4000 | your e-mail inbox. The process is simple: just go to |
Fax: +66-2-650-8918 I http: / / bangkok.usembassy.gov / serviceform.html or click |
E-mail: irc@state.gov | here to subscribe. You can change or canceled your I

I subscription anytime. |
Hours of Operations: Monday — Friday, 7:00am-4:00pm, excluding I Why wait? Get your Bangkok IRC products today! |

official holidays.
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THAI LINK
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Do you know?

At https://alumni.state.gov/th, you can find alumni in your
hometown or around the world to meet and engage. Register

now to start connecting with friends!

From: United States of America
Email me at higatakashi@amail.com
Visit my website at hito:if

Program
Name: Critical Language Scholarships for Intensive Sumrier Institutes
Year: 2007/06 - 2007/08

Field of Study: International Relations/Area Studies

Impact Statement:

studying in Japan.

Program
Name: NSEP Boren Fellows
Year: 2004/09 - 2005106
Field of Study: Language & Literature
Impact Statement:

policies and food security policies.

Program
Name: East-West Center
Year: 2004/06 - 2004108
Field of Study: International Relations/Area Studies
Impact Statement:

Terrain® project

I participated in the CLS - Korea program two years after graduatidp. CLS gave me a second
chance to study U.S -Asia regional security issues through first hark experience. | was able

to visit parts of Seoul that are directly affected by the U.S. military predence that | researched at
the EWC and during graduate school. Through my CLS experience, | Was able to gain a broader
perspective of U.S-Asia security conditions and extrapolate on my expel{ences living and

As a recipient of the NSEP David L. Boren Graduate Fellowship, | participated in Stanfbyd
University's ten-month advanced, intensive Japanese language training program in YoRghama,
Japan. | received funding to continue my graduate research on the impacts of U.S. mili

bases in Japan and how this affects the bilateral security relationship between the U.S. ai
Japan. Upon the completion of my language training, | interned at the National Diet of Japal
Upper House and the U.S. Embassy at Tokyo, focusing on Japan's free trade agreement

The second research intemship | completed at the EWC was completely different than the first in
that in addition to analyzing U.S -Japan security issues, | worked closely with a
development team to launch the public and private websites for Dr. Sheila Smith's "Shifting

web

| frequently attended brown bag lectures and other events, which sparked my curiosity to leam

Mr Brandon Marc kashi Higa

w1 STATE ALUMNI
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Update your personal
information

For State Alumni who have new contact information, please

kindly fill out details on the following link.

http:// bangkok.usembassv.gov/ alumni signup.html

Follow us on Facebook!

know.

Contact Information: United States Embassy Bangkok

Mr. Adisorn Laopiroon

Thailand State Alumni Coordinator
Media and Cultural Section

95 Wireless Road, Lumpini,
Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330

Ifyou have articles you wrote, activities you did, or
anything you would like to do or share with the
Embassy and your fellow alumni, please let us

- . S e e e e .

Thailand State |

V/ v Alumni Communityl
THAILAND
COMMUNIT

https://alumni.state.gov/th

www.facebook.com/Thai.SAC

Phone: 02-205-4849
Mobile: 081-813-0704
Fax: 02-650-8921

U.S. Embassy
Bangkok

E-mail: Adisorn@state 8oV www.facebook.com/usembassybkk
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