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"On this, World Refugee Day, I ask you to help us help refugees find a place to call home." 

– The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees António 
Guterres 

First marked in 2001, World Refugee Day is held every year on 

June 20.  On this day, tens of thousands of people around the world 

take time to recognize and applaud the contribution of forcibly 

displaced people throughout the world.  In recognition of the plight of 

more than 40 million uprooted people around the world, this year's 

World Refugee Day theme is "Home." 

Every year, people across the United States use World Refugee Day as a focus for raising 

awareness and funds in their own communities to gather support for the United Nations 

Refugee Agency (UNHCR)’s urgent work in the hopes that they spread a little understanding 

about the reality of being a refugee.  In honor of World Refugee Day, join UNHCR and other 

organizations across the world in celebrating the strength and contributions of refugees.  

 

A SPECIAL STATEMENT FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE  

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on World Refugee Day 2010 (June 18, 2010) - 

“Helping refugees is a transnational challenge, but I want to speak for just a minute about 

what this issue means for Americans and the United States.  The United States is the largest 

single source of support for assistance to refugees and victims of conflict.  It’s true financially, 

where we’ve provided more than $1.7 billion to refugees and conflict victims last year, 

including $640 million in support for UNHCR.  And it’s true diplomatically. We spend a lot of 

time and a lot of political capital on these issues.” (Read Full Remarks || View Video)  

 

Tel: 02-205-4113 ▪ Fax: 02-650-8918 ▪ E-mail: irc@state.gov 

The U.S. Embassy's Information Resource Center is pleased to offer you an "Issue-in-Focus" on Democracy and Human 

Rights. 

The full text of the document can be retrieved at the link(s) listed below. If you have problems retrieving the article, or 

would like to comment on our services, please call 02-205-4640 or write to irc@state.gov. Current and back issues of 

"Issue-in-Focus" on Democracy and Human Rights are also available in our homepage at 

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/services/irc/cis/dem/archive.htm. 
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HOME: REFUGEE RIGHTS  

2009 Global Trends: Refugees, Asylum-seekers, Returnees, Internally 

Displaced and Stateless Persons (June 15, 2010) - The report reviews 

statistical trends and patterns in populations considered to be of concern to 

the UNHCR. This can include refugees, returnees, stateless persons and 

certain internally displaced persons (IDPs) - collectively referred to as 

"persons of concern." In doing so, the report describes some of the major 

humanitarian developments that occurred in 2009, many of them leading to 

involuntary movements of millions of people, both within and across 

borders. 

 

Waiting to Go Home (June 15, 2009) - June 20 is World Refugee Day, 

a good time to remember the more than 40 million uprooted people 

around the world who are still waiting to go home. They are among 

the most vulnerable people on Earth and they must be a priority. The 

same international community that felt obligated to spend hundreds 

of billions rescuing financial systems should also feel an obligation to 
rescue people in such desperate need. 

BUILDING NEW LIVES IN THE U.S.  

Advancing Protection in the 21st Century - "I believe that protection of the 

most vulnerable must be at the center of policymaking due to the moral 

imperative and the simple goal of saving lives; due to our government’s 

interest in sustaining U.S. leadership and building sustainable partnerships 

which enable us to drive the development of international humanitarian 

principles, international human practice, and policy like no other 

government in the world; and due to the importance of promoting 

reconciliation, security, and well-being in circumstances where despair and 

misery not only threaten stability, but also key security interests of the 

United States." -- Read the full remarks by Eric P. Schwartz, Assistant 

Secretary, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, March 16, 2010.  

World Refugee Day and the 30th Anniversary of the Refugee Act - On March 

17th, 2010, the United States celebrated the 30th anniversary of The 

Refugee Act of 1980, which has proved to be a cornerstone of our 

international architecture to protect the world’s most vulnerable people - 
refugees.  

Immigrations Joining the Mainstream (February 2008) - Immigrations made 

the United States what it is. Being an American depends on acceptance of 

certain American ideals, not on the place of birth of a person or of his or her 

ancestors. This edition of eJournalUSA tells the story of immigration and 

diversity as it has played out through the centuries and continues to play 
out now. 
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DON'T MISS OUT!  

WORLD REFUGEE DAY LIVE  

To mark this year’s World Refugee Day on June 20, UNHCR is setting up a 

live video link to talk to refugees in Kuala Lumpur and Damascus about their 
experiences as urban refugees. To join the conversation, click here.  

WORLD REFUGEE DAY CONTEST  

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) invites you to join World Refugee Day 

Contest by guessing the correct number of refugees in the world and win a 
prize. Find out more details here.  

 

READ MORE ABOUT  

REFUGEES: BUILDING NEW LIVES IN THE U.S.  

Connect with US! 

Follow the U.S. Embassy Bangkok on 

Facebook | Twitter 
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