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WORLD IP DAY 2010

APRIL 26, 2010

"Innovative technologies are creating a truly global society. The intellectual property system is
part of this linking process. It facilitates the sharing of information - such as the wealth of
technological know-how contained in WIPO’s free data banks...It helps structure the collaboration
needed to meet the daunting global challenges, such as climate change and spiraling energy
needs, confronting us all."

-- Message from Francis Gurry, Director General, World Intellectual Property Organization, on
World Intellectual Property Day 2010

April 26, 2010 marks the 10th annual celebration of World Intellectual
Property (IP) Day, and the 40th anniversary of the entry into force of the
Convention establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPOQO). Established by WIPO Member States in 2000, World IP Day is
celebrated each year with activities, events and campaigns designed to
help raise international awareness about the importance of intellectual
property to the global economy.

This year's World IP Day theme, "Innovation - Linking the World"
focuses on how innovation has created and continues to foster, physical,
intellectual, social, and cultural connections among individuals and societies around the world. On
this day, the United States joins the international community in celebrating the creativity and
innovation that bring about a better life for all, as well as the recognition and protection of
intellectual property rights that help make this possible.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Read Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton's Statement on World Intellectual Property Day
(April 23, 2010).
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INNOVATION - LINKING THE WORLD

New Thinking on IP - Engaging the World - It takes the right business G
climate and support from several actors to move from an idea to a e
successful venture. Does the government protect your intellectual 9z
property? What does your community do to encourage = o//
entrepreneurs? Discuss these and other key questions about innovation at r @
America.gov. Join the discussion here!. ROOTS «<J/WOV/\'I'IOW
Roots of Innovation (November 2009) - Economic expansion depends more 4

and more on innovation — not simply producing more goods and services,
but producing ever newer goods and services. This issue of eJournal USA
explores the conditions and environment innovation needs to emerge.

At Home with Invention - To go home is to enter a

# place built and filled with human creativity and invention. From a hand-
vilh s woven carpet to a sofa, from a clay pitcher to a cut-glass carafe, from the
% = @ objects and appliances people use for everyday life - the canopener, the

— refrigerator, the telephone - to the music, the books, the paintings and

family photographs that make people smile; everything with which people
live is the product of human creativity. Learn more about innovation at
home.

IPR PROTECTION

—y Protecting Intellectual Property Rights Is Critical to Ensuring

{ Competitiveness (April 7, 2010) - As the United States continues to

' innovate and create jobs in knowledge-based industries -- from healthcare

 to movies -- it's clear that the protection of intellectual property is

¥y becoming increasingly important. Read the full DipNote entry from Under

e Secretary of State for Economic, Energy and Agricultural Affairs Robert D.
Hormats.

Protecting Intellectual Property Rights in a Global Economy: Current Trends and Future Challenges
(December 9, 2009) - "Innovation and creativity are vital to this nation’s prosperity and job
growth. Our inventors and artists need well-tailored, robust protection of their creations on a
worldwide basis — not only so they can enjoy the fruits of their labors but, just as important, so
their creations can fuel the enterprises that generate good-paying jobs and continue to enhance
productivity." Read the full statement of Robert L. Stoll, Commissioner for Patents United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

Want Trade? Stop Piracy (October 2009) - Rampant piracy has its costs. And members of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) are learning how steep the price can be.
Intellectual property infringements can help derail an established economy, but they can also
prevent an economy from ever getting started. Learn more about the damage piracy inflicts on
the global economy and what ASEAN is doing to address the issue in this article on Blogs at
America.gov.

Connect with US!
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